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The American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration was created
in 1980 with 50 founding members. The Academy was formed to advance knowl-
edge related to the administration of recreation and parks; to encourage scholarly
efforts by both practitioners and educators that would enhance the practice of
park and administration; to promote broader public understanding of the impor-
tance of parks and recreation to the public good; and to conduct research, publish
scholarly papers, and sponsor seminars related to the advancement of park and
recreation administration. Membership in the Academy is limited to 125 practic-
ing professionals, of whom no more than 25% may be educators. In addition,
members can hold emeritus status after they retire. Membership qualifications
include serving not less than 15 years in a high level of administration in a park
and recreation agency and/or an institution of higher education, demonstrated
leadership, and a desire to contribute to the advancement of parks and recreation
through participation in the affairs of the Academy.

In carrying out its mission, the Academy undertakes a number of activi-
ties. It sponsors the Journal of Park and Recreation Administration, which is
designed to bridge the gap between research and practice for administrators,
educators, consultants, and researchers. The Journal provides a forum for the
analysis of management and organization of the delivery of park, recreation,
and leisure services.

The Academy has established a videotape library of interviews with top pro-
fessionals in the field. In addition to being of great historical value, the tapes
in the Legends in Parks and Recreation Library contain many ideas on agency
administration, working with board members, staff relations, organizational de-
velopment, and creative management.

The Academy awards program has three components. The Willard E. Suther-
land Practitioner Award is presented every three years for the best paper pub-
lished by a practitioner in the Journal of Park and Recreation Administration.
The Best Paper Award is awarded every three years in recognition of a master’s
thesis or undergraduate paper that contributes the most to scholarly literature and
improved practice of park and recreation administration. A similar award is given
every three years for the best doctoral dissertation.

Members of the Academy were instrumental in forming the American In-
stitute of Park Executives/American Academy Foundation. The purpose of the
foundation is to support worthy projects in the parks and recreation field.

The Academy was instrumental in developing and launching an accredita-
tion program for park and recreation agencies that is now being administered in
cooperation with the National Recreation and Park Association.

During 1995, the Academy undertook an initiative to improve information
available about recreation programs offered by park and recreation departments
to deal with at-risk youth. It was lead sponsor of a national colloquium held in
Fort Worth, Texas, in 1995. A series of regional colloquia were held in 1996 as
follow-ups to the national meeting.

The Academy’s Young Professional Externship Program is designed to pro-
vide a mentored experience for young professionals attending the National Rec-
reation and Park Association Annual Congress. Participants in the program are
selected based on nominations from Academy members.
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